APEH- 2020 Exam ONLY
Total Time—45 minutes

Question 1 (Document-Based Question)

Reading and writing time: 45 minutes
It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading/planning the documents and 30 minutes writing your response.

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited
for the purpose of this exercise.

See ‘DBQ Planning Sheet 2020 AP Exam’


Question:  Evaluate the extent to which  Peter the Great can be considered a successful absolutist ruler (remember this is not a question about westernization, it is about absolutism). 

Document 1
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Document 2
	The Great Sovereign (Peter the Great)  has decreed all children between the ages of ten and fifteen of the nobility, of government clerks, and of lesser officials, must be taught mathematics and some geometry. Toward that end, students should be sent from mathematical schools [as teachers], to establish schools. During their instruction these teachers should be given food and financial remuneration.   No fees should be collected from students. When they have mastered the material, they should then be given certificates written in their own handwriting. Without these certificates they should not be allowed to marry nor receive marriage certificates   Source:  Peter I, Decree Requiring Education of Russian Nobles, 1697 
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How great an effect did Peter have upon Russia? When he came to the throne, Russia was
an insignificant state. He made it into a great power feared by all. At his accession [assumption
of the throne] Russia had no armed forces except for the inefficient and untrustworthy Streltsy
[hereditary military units]. When he died, there was a professional army of 210,000 men. He
created a navy out of nothing, leaving behind him a fleet of forty-cight ships-of-the-line and
‘many smaller vessels. ...

Peter signally [noticeably] failed to create the large, thriving middle class that Russia needed.
In spite of the most strenuous efforts, Russia’s commerce and industry remained dependent
upon the Tsar, so that when he died, there were not enough wealthy, far-sighted traders and
industrialists to develop what he had begun. This lack of private initiative and enterprise was to
remain one of Russia’s greatest social weaknesses until the Communist Revolution of 1917....

Source: Michael Gibson, Peter the Great, Wayland Publishers.
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On August 8, 1700, Peter made his historic decision to declare war on Sweden, in order to
open a road* from Russia to the West by the conquest of the Baltic littoral [coastal region]. He
had secured the collaboration of Poland and Denmark, but his alliance with these two rivals of
Sweden was to prove ineffectual. With nothing to rely on but his own forces, Peter was defeated
at Narva by the valiant Swedish King, Charles XIL Refusing to be discouraged by this defeat,
Peter raised and equipped new armies; he put immense effort into creating a good artillery; he
worked with his own hands on the construction of the frigates [ships] that were to give him
mastery of the Baltic. Then his disciplined and well-trained regiments seized the mouth of the
Neva [River] and entrenched themselves along the coveted [desired] littoral. On June 27, 1709,
in a battle at Poltava, he put his great adversary, Charles XTI, to flight....

Source: Constantine de Grunwald, “A Window on the West," in Christopher Hibbert, ed., The Pen and the Sword,
Newsweek Books (adapted)
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In 1722 the establishment of the Table of Ranks brought to its logical conclusion a process
that had been evolving for three centuries. It imposed obligatory lifelong state service on all
ranks of the nobility. It established fourteen equivalent grades in the military, naval, and civil
service and required that even princes of the most exalted families should begin at the lowest
grade and work their way up the ladder. The Table of Ranks offered the privileges of nobility to
anyone who performed state service and made service to the state the principal basis for
privilege.

Source: Peter Brock Putnam, Peter, The Revolutionary Tsar, Harper & Row, Publishers




