Challenges to the Existing Conservative Order

(1815-1840)

England

Existing Conservative Order:  Strong landed aristocracy in both House of Lords and House of Commons.  Developing party system with Whigs (more liberal) and Tories (more Conservative).  Power of the Conservatives is seen in the Corn Laws….Taxes on imported grain.  It protected their (landed aristocracy) own grain production.  Middle class hated it….they advocated free trade.  Lower classes hated it….caused bread prices to go higher.

Challenges to the existing order.

· Peterloo Massacre

· Chartists

· Combination Acts

· Reform Bill of 1832
· Charles Parnell and Ireland

· Corn Laws
· William Wilberforce…Slave Trade

Russia

Existing Conservative Order:  Boyars (landed nobility) had control over their serfs.  Tsar Alexander I was seen as a divine right monarch and seen as the father to his people.  Serfs had virtually no rights….they were tied to the land.  Napoleonic wars brought more Enlightenment ideas to Russia.  Tsar and nobility often compete for power.  Russia has control over most of traditional Poland.  Catherine II (the Great) (1762-1796), Paul I (1796-1801), Alexander I (1801-1825), Nicholas I (1825-1855)
Challenges to the existing order.

· Pugachev Revolt (under Catherine the Great)
· Decembrists

· Poland

German States (Prussia, Austria, and German Confed)

Existing Conservative Order:  Prussia still dominated by Junkers and King.  Despite promises of reform, the Monarchy, Army, and Landholders had power.  In Austria, most of the reforms of Joseph II were undone by subsequent Emperors.  Following the Napoleonic Wars, Emperor Francis I ruled from 1804-1835 then Ferdinand I from 1835-1848.  Metternich dominated the government.  Austria was a large multi-national empire and they feared nationalist revolts.  They supported the policy of Intervention when any Liberal or Nationalist revolt broke out.  Both Austria and Prussia want to be the driving force for German unification.
Challenges to the existing order.

· Zollverein

· Burschenschaften

· Carlsbad Decrees

· Kleindeutsch vs. Grossdeutsch

· Frankfurt Assembly

Nationalist Concerns

Existing Conservative Order:  Nationalist movements begin to emerge in various countries.  Large multinational empires (Austria and Russia) fear them because it threatens them but also encourage them in an attempt to weaken their rivals (each other and the Ottomans).  British are interested in trade so they pursue policies that help their own interests.
Challenges to the Existing Conservative Order

· Belgium

· Greece

· Italy—Mazzini, Young Italy, Risorgimento, Carbonari

Driving Questions

In what ways were the topics above a threat to the existing Conservative order?

Which ISM does it embody?

What unresolved issues are there?

What happened and how much changed?

How successful was it?  What was the end result?

Make sure you fully understand the details and impact of each event.

