CURRENT ISSUES, FALL 2018
EXPECTATIONS AND SYLLABUS

MR. SIMMONS ROOM 207

Class Objectives

The purpose of this course is to understand, analyze, and evaluate current issues affecting our world today.  The students will be able to:

· Understand and detect bias in the media.

· Understand and evaluate the different types of news.

· Gather, research and evaluate data.

· Develop information processing skills--read and interpret maps and graphs.

· Develop public speaking skills.

· Identify the role of our community in the world.

Text:  There is no text for the class.  We will use various media outlets as our text.
Sources:

· We will use cell phones in class for “research” possibilities but you will NOT be allowed to have cell phones out with “expressed consent” to use.  Administrative referral will be issued after your warning.

Class guidelines

1. Respect!  Respect!  Respect!  Respect your teacher, classmates and yourself. You will disagree but you must respect and listen to other opinions.
2. Abusive and inappropriate language will NOT be tolerated.

3. Take care of the classroom.  Keep it clean therefore no food in the class.  Drinks with lids are okay.
4. Participation is important.  Be prepared for class.  Bring your notebook and a writing utensil.  Do the assignments and be ready to discuss.

Class expectations

· I expect you go follow our class rules and guidelines.  You are mature enough that this should not be a problem for anyone.

· I expect full participation by everyone in the class.  This should be a fun and interesting class and your participation is essential.

· I expect you to complete every assignment.

· I expect you to come to class prepared each day and learn something everyday.

· Never let a lack of effort be an excuse for failure.

Class needs.

· A composition notebook to leave in the class.  We will use this as a journal everyday so plan to leave it in the classroom.  It will also be your cell phone pass.
· A notebook to keep notes, handouts and other important materials.

· Access to news either on-line or at home.

Class Highlights—we may do some or all of these depending upon the circumstances of the news this semester.

· Community Project

· Journals.  Articles, political cartoons, reflective writing

· Participation Grade.  Individual and Group projects.

· News Evaluation Project

· Newscast and/or Newspaper Simulation

· Weekly news/Friday Forums—Weekly discussions about topics in the news.

· Debates

· Sports events—Olympics, Final Four, Super Bowl, World Cup
· Topics of interest—Terrorism, Immigration, Capital Punishment
· Election Analysis

· Surveys and Polls

· Guest speakers

· Model UN simulation

Grade breakdown

Weekly quizzes



40%

400 points

Projects


 

30%

300 points

Class work/Participation


15%

150 points

Final Exam




15%

150 points
Total





100%

1000 points

895-1000 points
= A

795-894 points 
= B

735-794 points
= C

695-734 points
= D

Below 694 points
= F

Miscellaneous

· Feel free to talk to me at anytime. 

· I am looking forward to teaching and learning with you about Current Issues.  Let’s have fun learning together!

· Join our REMIND.  Text this message @hoyacif18 to 81010

· Dates of upcoming items and events will be posted on the blog as well as in the classroom at a minimum of 1 week in advance.  Keep in mind all item due dates are subject to change due to happenings of news worthy events or causes out of our control.  Each major topic will run on average up to 2 weeks.

EMAIL:  Kent.Simmons@cobbk12.org
