AP European History:  Unit 1
The Renaissance 
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Daily Assignments

Jan 7

Overview of course.  Syllabus, Time Lines



TEXT:  pp. 322-332, Prelude to Disaster/Black Death
Document:  Boccaccio:  The Decameron
BPQ:   How did disease transform social relations in fourteenth-century Europe?  What economic transformations were taking place in 14th century Europe?

Jan 8

TEXT:  pp. 332-343  Hundred Years’ War/Church Challenges   RQ 1
BPQ:  As we enter the mid-15th century, why are France and England more centralized monarchies while the HRE is becoming more de-centralized?  Why is the monarchy stronger in France than in England and the HRE

BPQ:  Why did a division in the papacy mean both political chaos and spiritual fear for Europeans?  How was man’s view of himself beginning to change?

Jan 9

TEXT:  pp. 343-353  Social Unrest in a Changing Society


DBQ practice:  Popular Revolts


Document:  Anonimalle Chronicle:  English Peasant Revolt


Document:  Petrarch:  The Social Order
Jan 10

TEXT:  pp. 356-361 Wealth and Power in Ren Italy RQ 2
Document: Debate over Joan of Arc’s Clothes  

BPQ:  Why is the Fall of Constantinople both a blessing and a curse for the Italians?  
Explain in detail.

Jan 11

TEXT:   pp. 362-371, Intellectual Changes
Document: Machiavelli:  The Prince Lion/Fox
DBQ practice:  Humanist Learning  
BPQ:  How was the idea of humanism spreading to art, politics, science, and society?

Jan 14

TEXT:  pp. 372-378, Art and Artist


Document:  Castiglione:  The Courtier


MONA LISA BOOK# pp. 30-45  Mr. Simmons has copies of the Mona Lisa Book
Sophie’s World Assignment 1 due 

BPQ:  What changed in art to indicate a new view of the world and society?  Provide examples in specific works of art.

Jan 15

TEXT:  pp.  378-387,  Social Hierarchy, Politics and the State RQ 3
Document:  Christine de Pizan:  Education of Women

Document:  Gentileschi—Susannah’s Elders AND Judith Slaying Holosfernes  
BPQ:  What is changing European society in the late 14th and early 15th centuries that indicates a Renaissance?

BPQ:  In general, how did these New Monarchies strengthen their power in Europe?

Jan 16

Mini-Test on Unit 1
COURSE STANDARDS
Key Concept 1.1: The worldview of European intellectuals shifted from one based on ecclesiastical and classical authority to one based primarily on inquiry and observation of the natural world. 

I. A revival of classical texts led to new methods of scholarship and new values in both society and religion.

a. Revival in classical literature, secularism, and individualism

b. Revival of ancient Greek and Roman texts, spread by printing press,  challenges the power of the catholic church

c. Admiration for Greek and Roman political institutions supports revival of civic humanist culture; produces secular models for individual and political behavior

II. The invention of printing promoted the dissemination of new ideas.

a. Printing press spreads the renaissance beyond Italy 

b. Protestant reformers use printing press to disseminate ideas which spurs religious reform

III. The visual arts incorporated the new ideas of the Renaissance and were used to promote personal, political, and religious goals. 

a. Princes and popes commission paintings and architectural works based on classical styles and employing geometric perspective

b. Human centered naturalism was encouraged through patronage 

c. Distortion, drama, and illusion used to promote stature and power 

Key Concept 1.2: The struggle for sovereignty within and among states resulted in varying degrees of political centralization.

I. The new concept of the sovereign state and secular systems of law played a central role in the creation of new political institutions. 

a. Foundation for centralized modern state based on monopoly on tax collection, military force, dispensing of justice, and controlling religion 

b. The Peace of Westphalia accelerates decline of the HRE

c. Commercial and professional groups gain power

d. Secular political theories- Machiavelli’s The Prince
II. The competitive state system led to new patterns of diplomacy and new forms of warfare.

a. Religion no longer causes warfare; military based on balance of power

b. Advances in military technology led to new forms of warfare

Key Concept 1.4: Europeans explored and settled overseas territories, encountering and interacting with indigenous populations.

I. European natives were driven by commercial and religious motives to explore overseas territories and establish colonies.

a. Europeans wanted direct access to gold and spices

b. Mercantilism gave state new role in promoting commercial development

c. Christianity served as stimulus for exploration

II. Advances in navigation, cartography, and military technology allowed Europeans to establish overseas colonies and empires. 

III. Europeans established overseas empires and trade networks through coercion and negotiation.

a. Portuguese establish along African coast, in south and east Asia, and South America

b. Spanish established colonies across Americas, Caribbean, and pacific, making it a dominant state

c. France, England, an Netherlands establish their own trade networks to compete with Portugal and Spain

d. Competition for trade led to conflict and rivalry among European powers

IV. Europeans’ colonial expansion led to a global exchange for goods, flora, fauna, cultural practices, and diseases, resulting in destruction of some indigenous civilizations, a shift toward European dominance, and the expansion of the slave trade.  

a. Exchange of goods shifted center of European power from Mediterranean to Atlantic 

b. Columbian exchange creates economic opportunities for Europeans 

c. Europeans expanded slave trade 

